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Plastic Bags Are Material For New Handbags
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Carolyn Hess of Weston has found a creative way to make handbags -- by crocheting strips of plastic shopping bags together.
"It's really recycling atits best," she said.

Hess admitted she probably isn't the first person to make handbags out of plastic bags, but she thinks it's "interesting re-using things from
a different nature." Hess was introduced to the idea when she visited her daughter in Ohio and saw a purse a home health-care aide had
given her daughter that was made solely out of plastic bags.

"The feel was absolutely phenomenal to me," said Hess.

Hess tried to find out who made the purse and how they did it, but she came up empty-handed. Fortunately for her, she had previously
made rugs out of old T-shirts, so she relied on that knowledge to come up with a crocheting method to make the handbags.

Hess sat down, worked a pattern, "polished up the technique" and figured out a way to prepare the plastic bags for crocheting. In order to
make the handbags, she folded the plastic bags into an accordion style, cuts them into strips and then loops them together, which creates
a crocheting material. Hess uses a J-size hook to join the strips together.

Hess said anyone who knows how to crochet can make handbags out of plastic bags. For those who are unsure about method, she is
willing to give instruction. "I have a greatidea, | have a great way, but I'm only one person," she said.

Hess has been crocheting on and off for 30 years. "l enjoy being creative," she said. "It's relaxing to me. | crochet as a pastime and as a
creative outlet. This is crocheting with a very good purpose, a good reason.”

Her handbags can carry cell phones, keys, glasses, wallets and even a make-up bag. The large beach bags or tote bags are atleast 20
inches wide and 15 to 16 inches deep, with long handles. "People can't believe or guess they're made out of plastic bags," she said.

Hess calls the handbags her "creations." So far, she has made around 60 to 70 handbags since July. She is selling them, too. It costs $8
for a clutch bag and between $35 to $40 for a large beach or tote bag.

She obtains her materials from many stores, such as Target and Kohl's, because "they all have their own specific colors." Hess looks at
the color and writing on the plastic bags as potential patterns.

"The writing on the bags turns out to be tweed-looking or blotchy colors," she said. "You can mix bag colors and it comes out locking like
color spots, like lint on a tweed suit."

Hess uses new and used plastic bags to make her handbags, but she really loves using the bags newspapers come in because even
though they are "transparent, they have a bit of color." She said it takes "a lot of plastic bags" to make the handbags -- at least 35 plastic
store bags to make one clutch bag and more than 100 to make a large beach bag or tote bag.

Making the handbags is time-consuming. According to Hess, it takes a week to make cne large bag and at least three hours to make a
clutch.

"You have to unfold the [plastic] bag and cutit into strips, so it's a lot of labor there," Hess said.
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According to Hess, it was her neighbor, Sue Gaynes, who told her to "share with the community her 'creations,' " and to get the message
out there, because it may cause people to think of other ways to recycle not just plastic bags but other things as well.

"People are interested in buying them [the handbags] because they wantto be a part of what's going on," said Hess. "We are a society
that generates a lot of trash. We throw away a lot of plastic bags."

According to reusablebags.com, every year approximately 500 billion to 1 trillion plastic bags are used worldwide, billions of them
ending up as litter each year. The Web site also states that plastic bags break down into small toxic pieces that end up contaminating soil
and bodies of water, and sometimes the pieces end up in the stomachs of animals who may consume them. According fo the
independent research organization, The Worldwatch Institute's Web site, only 0.6 percent of plastic bags are recycled.

"Even though people find a secondary use for plastic bags, they eventually go to a landfill," said Hess.

Some of the secondary uses, she added, are to pick up dog poop or carry comfortable shoes in to change into after work.

"People think they're recycling because they use plastic bags twice, but that's not recycling,” said Hess.

She also said some people just throw away plastic shopping bags once they have stored too many or to just get them out of the house,
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