Habits bad for the

—- chig

chicagotribune.com

HOME DELIVERY

ADVERTISE WITH US

CHICAGO WEATHER

TRAFFIC/COMMUTE

LOCAL NEWS

NATION/WORLD

SPORTS

BUSINESS

POLITICS/ELECTIONS

REPORTS & DATA

DEATHS

OFINIONS

COLUMNISTS

BLOGS

ENTERTAINMENT

TRAVEL

LIVING

LIGHTER SIDE

VIDEO/PHOTOS

SHOPPING

CARS

JOBS

REAL ESTATE

APARTMENTS

MORE CLASSIFIEDS

NEWSLETTER/ALERTS

NEWS TOOLS

CONTACT Us

ABOUT US

November 10, 2008

@)

Home > Living > Green
Text size: |«

Habits bad for the environment Digg

By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz | RedEye submit
So which of our habits is the worst enemy to the environment? For now, here's a look at
some of our most common environmental transgressions, starting with the biggies.

HOME ENERGY

Consumption The average Chicago household uses 5,400 kilowatt hours of electricity per
year, spending $600 on electric bills annually, and 1,400 therms per year in natural gas,
spending $1,000 annually. Most of the energy goes to heating and cooling the home.

Environmental impactBecause Chicago gets so cold, two-thirds of the 10.7 tons of
greenhouse gases emitted per home comes from natural gas (used for heating), while one-
third comes from electricity.

Nationally, however, about 39
percent of the energy consumed in
the U.S. is used to generate
electricity, making electricity the
country's No. 1 source of greenhouse
gas emissions. Electricity accounts
for 2.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide
emissions in the U.S.—about 40
percent of the country's total CO2
emissions.

Reusable Shopping Bag
Eco-chic Canvas Grocery Bags USA Made, No More
www.dodobags.com

Go-Green Eco Bags
Washable, Recyclable and Durable Stylish Colors W
www.BagsOnTheRun.com/EcoBags

GreenIT
Reduce the environmental impact of your agency's d

www.dit.com/greenagency Saving grace Though Chicago

continues to get most of its
electricity from coal (the biggest
carbon emitter) and nuclear power
plants, wind energy is becoming
more prevalent in the Midwest.

How Green Are You?
Test Your Eco Knowledge. Take Our Free Online Qu
www.MysteryFabric.com

Green Products
best green products green product selection
WWWw.amazon.com

Alternatives Insulate your home and
buy energy-efficient appliances (look
for the EnergyStar label, which
indicates the product meets
efficiency guidelines set by the EPA
and Department of Energy).
Adjusting your air conditioner or
thermostat a degree makes a big
difference. And if every Chicagoan replaced four light bulbs with energy-efficient compact
fluorescent bulbs, it would prevent 2.6 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions, the
equivalent of removing 81,164 cars from the road,

Also, electronics on standby still use electricity, so tum off computers and power strips to
avoid such "phantom loads."

Sources: Environmental Protection Agency, Chicago Department of the Environment,
Center for Neighborhood Technology Energy

DRIVING/PARKING

Consumption Americans have bought 6.9 million cars and 7.8 million light trucks
(including SUVs) so far this year, and they drive about 2.6 trillion miles annually. The more
than 200 million cars on American roads account for 30 percent of all cars worldwide—
though the U.S. represents less than 5 percent of the world's population.

Environmental impact Transportation contributes a quarter of the world's carbon dioxide
emissions, emitting 1.5 billion tons of CO2 annually, mostly from automobiles. The
average American passenger car, driven about 12,500 miles a year, spews 11,450 pounds
of carbon dioxide in a year, while the average light truck emits some 16,000 pounds
annually. Cars impact the environment even when they're not moving, as paved parking
lots create rainwater runoff that pollute lakes and rivers and absorb solar heat, warming the
area.

Saving grace Sales of cars that run on alternative fuels are increasing, and there are now
11.5 million such cars on American roads. There are 60 models of alternative- fuel autos
on sale today, up from 12 in 2000.

htep:/ /www.chicagotribune.com [features/lifestyle/green/sns-gl-environment - enemies,0,5046816, full. story

11/10/08 2:19 PM

LOGIN or REGISTER

getting around chicago

=
Traffic Report Traffic Alerts Car Tows
) -
Gas Prices Public Transit Gouge-O-Meter
Popular stories
MOSTVIEWED  MOST E-MAILED HOT TOPICS

1. First-family-to-be gets code names

2. New in Jennifer Hudson tragedy: Suspect
‘won't be released; police details emerge

w

. Bodies of 9o-year-old woman's siblings had
been in house for years

. Neb. officials say 17-year-old boy left at
hospital's is 3oth under state's safe-haven law

&

. A tough time for comics with Obama as
president? Yes, they can worry where to find
the funny

more most viewed

@

Save upto

$500

now at bahamas.com.

Page 1 of 4












