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ARE YOU BAGGING IT? P

Reusable grocery bags are eco-friendly, but some LA
thinks it's just a fad.

By Megan Ondrizek and Yveka Pierre

Walk into any major grocery store chain and you'll see
them, either hanging from store displays or sitting in
shopping carts: reusable bags. These bags are cloth
alternatives to the store plastic and paper bags, offering yet
another way to go green. But are they really being used?

A poll of 250 individuals conducted by OutLoud showed .
89 percent of those we asked own reusable bags, but of that "=,
group only 29 percent use their bags on a regular basis. Old . .
habits may be hard to break, even if there are good
intentions.

Those who purchase these bags do so to helpthe
environment. According to Natfional Geographic, between
five billion and one frillion plastic bags are used worldwide
each year. ReusableBags.com reports that those bags make

their way into landfills and take 1,000 years to degrade. The Bookmark with delicio s Send
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thousands, of plastic bags.
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"l got my bag during the spring semester of my junior
year [of college]," said Leah Bido, a student at Florida State
University. "It's really durable and sturdy, and it saves up on plastic."

Popular retail and grocery stores such as Target and

Publix offer their customers the option of reusable bags at the

89% of those we asked own reusable checkout line. Whole Foods market no longer carries plastic

bags, but of that only 29% use their bags | grocery bags; instead they give customers a five-cent refund

on a regular basis. for each recyclable bag they use. IKEA, the Swedishbased

home goods and furniture store, charges five cents for
disposable plastic bags in an effort to reduce waste.

Even with help from stores, nearly 70 percent of those polled by OutlLoud admitted to forgetting their
eco-friendly bags when they go shopping. Some admitted they felt guilty at the register, especially when
the next person in line had their eco-totes. Others just leave the bags in the trunks of their cars.
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